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SUBSECTION 31 - lWWOSl!

The purpose of this section ia to ● mtabliah policy/procedural guidance cweriq
the mensuewnt, control, and maintenance of the Federal Supply Claasif&ation (FSC)
System vfth objectives to:

i
a. Control the PSC ● tructure In such a manner as to insure it. compatibility

wlch the requireamts of the total Federal Supply Catalog Systes.

b. Provide for the resolution of any differences of opinion with xegard to
propoeed chauges in the FSC structure.

c. Provide for the orderly evolution of the FSC structure, as necessary,
to sat imf y operational requirements of the partlctpating  activities.

d. Insure uniform application of the rules and principles embodied in the
FSc system.

e. Provide equi tabla solutions to any cent roversial problems arising in the
area of proparty clae9iffcatlon  ● ssignment,

SUBSECTION 32 - SCOPE

The polfcy/procedural guidance contained herein apply to all DoD/CiWl ecti-

vitiee and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) /other Fore$gn Coumritw se
participants in the Federal Catalog System.
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331 ~01 Background.

The Federal Supply Classification System is sufficiently comprehensive in
scope to permit the classification of all items of personal property used by
participating activities. In order to accomplish this, groups and classes have
been established for the universe of commodities, with emphasis on the items
known to be in the supply systems of participating activities. This classifica-
tion system, with its present structure of groups and classes, represents those
groupings and relationships which are based on current, as well aa anticipated,
management needs. The Federal Supply Classification structure is modified as the
needs of management change, by the addition of newly dweloped groups and classes,
the subdivision of existing classes, and the revision of definitions of classes.
The uniform Federal Supply Classification is governed by daily management require-
ments and provides uniform management categories throughout military activities
and civil agency organizations, functions, operations, and supply pipelines. Tt
permits greater uniformity within and between the Military Services and Civil
Agencies in the operations of reporting, accounting, financial management,
inventory control, and budgeting.

331.02 Responsibility for the Federal Supply Classification.

The Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) 5s responsible for the
maintenance of a Government wide commodity classification system.

development and *
The MA has *

delegated this function to the Defense Logistics Services Center (DLSC).
Authority for establishment of the classification is contained in Chapter 145,
Title 10, U.S. Code and Section 487, Title 40, U.S. Cade.

331.03 Structure for the Federal Supply Classification:

a. Grou~s and Classes. The code numbering system of the FSC permits a
total of 99 groups, each of which may be subdivided into 99 classes. The classes
within any group are considered to be closely related. Each class covers a
relatively homogeneous area of commodities in respect to their physical andlor
performance characteristics, the relationship of parts, attachments and
accessories to the next higher assemblies for which they are specifically
designed, or in the respect that the items included therein are such as are
usually procured or issued together.

b. Code Numbering System. The FSC uses a 4-digit coding structure. The *
first two digits of the code number identify the group, and the last two digits
identify the class w~thin the group. Expansion of the present number of groups
and classes has been provided for by the gaps left between the code numbers
assigned to groups and within groupa to adjacent classes.
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c. Format and Coverage of the FSC Structure
.

* (1) One of the two documents published as classification handbooks is
* Cataloging Handbook H2-1, which is designated ItPart 1, Groups and ClaBsea; of ‘he

* FEDERAL WppLy CLASSIFICATION”= (The index which constitutes Part 2 of the FSC is
covered in subparagraph 331.03f.) This part consists of the classification
structure of the Federal Supply Classification, showing all groups and classes
presented in the arrang~ent of the 4-digit FSC code numbering system. Where
appropriate, the main inclusion and exclusions which delimit the coverage of a
particular class are shown immediately following the title for the class. In
addition, certatn notes are inserted following some group and class titles which
define or delimit the coverage of a particular group or class.

(2) For many classes the phrase “and components” is shown as a part
of the claas title, indicating that assemblies, subassemblies, and component parts
which are specially designed for Items in the class are to be included. In those
instances where the phrase “and componentstt does not appear as part of the class
title, the inclusion of assemblies , subassemblies, and component parts specially
designed for the end items in the class is to be understood, unless otherwise
provided for in the ‘classification structure. (For example, Group 25, Vehicular
Equipment Components, was established for items which otherwise might have been
classified in Group 23, Ground Effect Vehicles, Trailers, and Cycles.)

(3) Part 1 of the Federal Supply Classification is maintained by the
issuance of Memoranda for Distribution List C/F. These memoranda promulgate the

* changes made after the proposed changes have been coordinated and approved. A
completely revised Cataloging Handbook HZ-1 (Part 1 of.the Federal Supply Class-
ification) is Issued as required.

d. Auxiliary Subdivisions of Federal Supply Classification Classes.
Where greater commodity classification detail is required by a participating
Service or activity than is provided for in the ba~ic 4-digit FSC structure.
auxiliary subdivisions of classes. (commonly referred” to as “Auxiliary Classifi-
cations” or “subclasses’t) may become necessary. These auxiliary subdivisions of
clasaes may be developed by the participants for their.own use. If a universal
requirement is found to exist for a particular auxiliary subdivision, considera-
tion will be given to the establishment of additional FSC classes corresponding
to the auxiliary subdivision in accordance with the DIDS Procedures Manual. When
used in conjunction with the National Stock Number. (NSN), any auxiliary sub-
division of a clase found necessary by a participant shall be signified ,by
augmentation of the NSN and not by change to the +digit FSC class code number.
In no event shall any of the 13 digits of the NSN be changed or digits or other
symbols be inserted within the 13-dfgit structure;
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e. Index to the Federal Supply Classification System. Any *
classification system of considerable size must have an index to assist the
users. Without a suitable index to serve as a guide for the assignment of
items to classes, different users may reach conflicting conclusions as to the
classification of identical items. To eliminate- such inconsistency in the
classification of items of supply, the index to the FSC, as described below, *
has been developed. The index facilitates location of the FSC classes in which *
an item shall be placed and location of a range of items in the classification.

f. Description of the FSC Index *

(1) Index of the FSC. Cataloging Handbook H2-2 is a Numeric *
Index and is arranged numerically by groups and classes and contains within
each class an alphabetical listing of entries included in the class. 1%
addition, the notes followtng group and class titles in Part 1 are incorporated
in Part 2 following the corresponding group and class titles.

(2) Format and Coverage of FSC Index. The Numeric Index is
constructed as follows:

(a) The index is intended to cover all items for which
Approved Item Names and their related colloquial names have been published In
the FEDERAL ITEM NAME DIRECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOGING (Cataloging Iiandbcok H6).
However, for brevity and to avoid repetition of names which are different only
by added modifiers, generic names are occasionally used in place of more
specific item names or colloquial names.

(b) To obtain universal coverage of commodity items in the
index, it has been necessary to include names of items of personal property *

not currently listed in the FEDERAL ITEM NAME DIRECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOGING
(H6), including standardized names, part names, names of commodities not carried
as items of supply in the Federal Government, and titles or portions of titles
of FSC classes.

(c) Whenever necessary, modifiers are added to Approved
Item Names or colloquial names in the index to delimit them sufficiently
to make classification by a single FSC code number possible for individual
entries.

(d) The definitions, as published in the FEDERAL ITEM NAME
DIRECTORY FOR SUPPLY CATALOGING (Cataloging Handbook H6), are applicable to
the corresponding basfc names of item names in the index to the Federal Supply *
Classification.

(e) When it will facilitate the use of the index, names are *
listed in both straightforward and inverted sequence. (For example, “Bolt,
machine” and ‘$lachine bolt” are both listed.)

(f) With rare exceptions, trade names are excluded from the .
index. A typical exception is the name “zipper” which through widespread ‘“*
usage has become, in effect, a common name.
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13. Clarification of Terms

(1) The term “specially designed item” Is an abbreviation of the
term “specifically designed for specific use on or with specific individual
types of equipment” as used in the notes in the Cataloging Handbook H2-1 and
H2-2 . In order to be accepted as specifically designed, an item does not
have to be designed specifically for use in a single piece or single model
of equipment. The item msy be designed for use” with categories of equip-
ment such as all kinds of printing presses or all kinds of diesel engines.

(2) The term “next higher classifiable assembly” is understood
to mean the next htgher assembly on or with which the item is used as a
subassembly, part, attachment, or accessory. Also the classification of
the higher assembly is indicated specifically in groups and classes of the
FEDERAL SUPPLY CLASSIFICATION (Cataloging Handbook H2-1) or is listed
specifically as an entry in the Numeric Index (Cataloging Handbook H2-2). The
term “higher assembly” is used for brevity and may actually include components,
subassemblies, assemblies, and end items or systems.

h. Condition Codes. Some of the Index entries in Part 2, Numeric
* Index (Cataloging Handbook H2-2) and the FEDERAL ITEM NAME DIRECTORY FOR

SUPPLY CATALOGING (H6) indicate a single digit enclosed in parentheses,
immediately following the entry.

* (1) Condition Code (1). The Approved Item Name (AIN) may be
classified in one and only one specific class of the FSC structure.

* (2) Condition Code (2). The AIN may be classified in two or more
specific classes of the FSC structure, as specifically indicated.

(3) Condition Code (3). The AIN may be classified in any logical
* class of the FSC structure by virtue of ‘Tlultlapplication”  or “Special design’!.

(NOTE : Applicable only to items currently codtid Condition Code 3. Not
authorized for future use’.)

. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
.<.>.<.:<.. .
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i. Explanation of Condition Codes (2) and (3). The Condition Code
incldded in Cataloging Handbooks H2-2 and H6 entries applies only to the Approved *
Item Name from which the entry is derived, and not to any modifiers added in
accordance with paragraph f(2)(c) above. Examples of proper appltcatfon of
Condition Codes are as follows:

Example 1. The AIN “Tape, Sound Recording” is classified only in
Federal Supply Classes 5835and 7450. The two specific H6 entries for this AIN *
both include Condition Code(2) following the class modifiers (“except office
type” for FSC 5835, and “office type” for 7450). However, the mandatory
classification for each category of sound-recording tape is indicated in the
“Class” column on the right-hand side of that particular entry in the Handbook.
That is, office-type recording tape is classified only in FSC 7450, and all other
types (applications) are classified without exception in FSC 5835.

Example 2. The AIN “Clutch Half, Frictionr’ is classifiable in a
number of different classes depending upon equipment application. The H6 entry *
“Clutch halves, friction, vehicular (3) ---2520” means that a clutch half
designed for ground vehicular equipment shall be classified in FSC 2520 and not
in any other ground vehicular class , such as classes in Federal Supply Groups
23, 24, 38 and 39. The other entry, “Clutch halves, friction, multiapplication
(3) ---3010”, means that clutch halves used in several applications, one of which
may be vehicular, shall be classified in FSC 3010. While currently rhere are no
other fndex entries, the Condition Code (3) also allows friction clutch i,alves of-
“special design’1 to be classified in any other logical class of the FSC
structure such as 1680 and 6615. “Any logical class” means a class in which the
notes, inclusion and exclusion directives, :md index er.~ries do not preclude the
item from being classified therein.

Example 3. The AINs “Circuit Breaker” and “Circuit Breaker
Subassembly” are properly assigned to two different classes based on the voltage
and type of current of the item being classified. This is indicated in H6 by a *
series of four entries derived from each AIN, such as: “Circuit breakers, above
250 volts DC(2) ---6110” and “Circuit breaker subassemblies, 250 volts DC and
below (2) ---5925”. Condition Code (2) does not imply that a given item with
the voltage and current shown can be classified in two classes. The modifying
phrase in each case governs the classification and restricts the item of supply
to one specific class.

Example 4. Classification for the AINS “Decoder Group” and “Decoder
Subassembly” is authorized in any logical class of the FSC structure, based on
“special design” or specific application. X6 entries derived from these AINs *
therefore reflect Condition Code (3). However, the three specific Federal
Supply Classes listed (5810, 5840 and 5841) do not indicate that the items are
limited to those three classes. At such time as additional applications are
established, the list of classes will be expanded.
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331.04 General Principles and Rules

a. Unique Classification of Each Item of 8upply. Each item of SUpply
shall be classified in one, and only oneg 4-digit class of the FSC. The
assignment of an FSC code number to an item of supply shall not be influenced
by the method and type of item identification used to establish the concept of
the item.

b. Classification of Parts Where a Spec~fiC Class Exists. Where a
specific class of the FSC is applicable to a particular part, that part shall be
classified in the specific class and not with-its””next higher assembly, except
as indicated below:

(1) A “Specially designed item” shall be classified with its next
higher assembly in the class established for the higher assembly when, and only
when; the FSC requires such classification. The requirement that a “specially
designed item”%e classified with the equipment for which it is specially
designed is indicated in the FSC by:

(a) A Note. A note at the head”of the class or group in
Cataloging Handbooks H2-1 or H2-2 directing that specially designed items are to
be classified with their next higher classifiable assemblies.

(b) A Modifier. The modifier “multiapplication” added to the
* name of the item indexed in Cataloging Handbooks H2-2 and H6, indicating that

the specially designed items are to be classified with their next higher
assemblies.

(c) An Exclusion. An exclusion to the class published in
Cataloging Handbook HZ-1 indicating that the item is not to be classified therein.

(d) An Exception. A term of exception applied to an entry in
* Cataloging Handbook H2-2 or H6 excluding the item.

(2) When an item of supply has been classified as a “specially
designed item” with its next higher classifiable assembly, the FSC class code
number originally assigned shall not be changed to that of a multiapplication
class until concrete evidence becomes available that the item does have
multiple applications.

c. Classification of Parts Where No Specific Class Exists. Where no
specific class of the FSC is applicable to a particular part, that part shall be
classified with its next higher classifiable assembly in the class established
therefor.

d. Classification of Parts Having Multiple Applications. The FSC class
number for an item which is to be classified with its next higher asse@bly but
which is used on or with different assemblies classified in two or more classes
of the FSC, shall be assigned in accordance with. the following:

331-6
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(1) When a variety of applications to assemblies classified in
diffbrent classes is known to exist at the time the subassembly, part, attachment,
or acceasory is initially
which will be most useful

(a) The

(b) The

(c) The

classified, the FSC code number assigned shall be that
in supply management, selected on the basis of:

most significant application of the item.

code number least likely to be obsoleted.

greatest number of applications of the item.

(2) When a code number is assigned to a multiple application item
after a consideration of the known applications, and the application(s) within
the class assigned become obsolete , a new class code number shall be selected in *
accordance with subparagraph 331.04d(l).

(3) When a subassembly, part, attachment , or accessory is assigned
and FSC code number on the basis of its relationship to a higher assembly, and it
is later discovered that the item is used on additional assemblies which are not
in the same class as the assembly initially considered, the FSC code number
originally assigned shall be used for all other applications of the item,

e. Classification of Sets, Kits, ami Outfits. The following rules shall
govern the classification of sets, kits, and outfits:L

(1) Sets, kits, and outfits consisting of variations (SW:: as size or
color) of an item shall be classified in the same class as the individual items.

(2) Sets, kits, and outfits consisting of several different items
classifiable either in a single class or in several classes of the same group, or
in classes of more than one group, shall be classified in the “Sets, Kits, and
Outfits” class of the group which logically covers the application or functional
purpose for which the set, kit, or outfit was assembled.

(3) If no “Sets, Kits, or Outfits” class is established in the
appropriate group which covers the application of functional purpose of the set,
kit, or outfit, then the set, kit, or outfit shall be classified in the single
class of the appropriate group which logically covers the application or function-
al purpose for which the set, kit, or outfit was assembled.

(4) If the appropriate 4-digit FSC class cannot be determined by
application of the shove rules, the set, kit, or outfit shall be assigned to the
class which is considered most useful for supply management.

(5) If no class is found to be appropriate under any of the above
rules, the set, kit or outfit shall be classified in FSC Class 9999, Miscellaneous
Items.

331-7
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331.05 Maintenance of the Federal Supply Classif !cat~on System. Maintenance of
the FSC Syetem is divided into two categories: rev$eion to the FSC structure aqd

* revisions to the F~ index.

a. Revisions to the FSC Structure. Revisions to the FSC structure are
those major changes which constitute a significant revision to any of the present
groups and/or classes, such as:

(1) The establishment of a new FSC group or class.

(2) The deletion of an existing group or class.

(3) A revision to the delimitations of an existing FSC group or
class, which resulte in a broader OF narrower scope.

(4) A revleiim in a principle or rule for classification.

* NOTE: Proposed ravis+ons to the FSC structure must include the corresponding
modification reqtiired in the FSC index, Cataloging ~ndbooks H2-1 and H6.

* b. Revisione to the FSC Index. Revisions’to the FSC index are those
relatively minor changes which affect the i~dividual classification of specific
,iteme of eupply.
following:

The~e revisiona are brought about by conditions such as the

-,

(1)

(2)

(3)
concept of the item.

The addition of a new item name.

A rwised interpretation of an existing item name.

A revision of an item name which substantially changes the

(4) A revision of the definition of an item name which substantially
changes the concept of the item.

(5) Anew function for an item of supply.

(6) A determ.@ation of the desirability””of a revised classification
for an item of supply, within the delimitations”of the present FSC structure.
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331 .;d International Use of the Federal Supply Classification System

a. NATO Use. In February 1956, the Air Board, Military Agency for S tandardi-
zation, NATO, convened a Working Party in London which prepared and reconznended the
adopt ion of the ,second draft standardization agreement STANAG 3150. This agreement
provided for the adoption of the United States Federal Supply Classification System
as the NATO SupplY ClaasifLcation System, with the United States having responsibility
for maintenance of the system, including right of decision on all ~tters pertaini?~
thereto. This agreement was subsequently ratified by fourteen NATO members, Sncluding
the United

b.

States.

Revision to the Classification Structure Under STANAG 3150

(1) Revisions Proposed by the United States. Revisions to the classifi-
cation structure which are proposed by the United States shall be forwarded to the
NATO member nations prior to approval. A period of 69 days is provided for concurrence
andlor comment by individual NATO countries. Upon completion of this coordinat:o,.,
the

the

following actions shall be taken, as appropriate.

(a) The
implementation dates,

(b) The
modifications to proposed

(c) The

United States (DLA/DLSC) approves the revision, specifying
if complete ~r maj~rity concurrences are received.

United States
revisions, as

United States

considers and incorporates, if acceptable,
submitted by the NATO cc-mt:?-s.

resolves aay conflicts of opinion if a
majority of nonconcurrence, or major proposals for codifications of proposed
revisions, are submitted by the NATO countries.

NOTE : Revisions which are proposed ~y a NA233 member nation other than the United
States are dec.i.ded by the United States within Q 32-(!ay period, following the 60-~Y
period provided for NATO concurrence actfons. Notice of the final disposition of dl
proposed revisions to the clasatfication syetem is iocwarded by the United States to
all NATO countries, ntating, as appropriate, the reasons for nonacceptance of comments.

(2) Revisions Proposed by NATO Member Nations. Revisions to the classi-

fication structure proposed by any one of the NATG member nations, are forwarded tO
all signatories of S’1’ANAG 3150 by the originating country. Concurrence andlor comnent
is forwarded by other signatories to the or~ginating country and to the United States
within a period of 60 days. Approved revisions are implemented on the effective date
specified in the notifi{.;ltion of approval forwarded to all signatories by the United
States.
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